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Celebrating a milestone anniversary? Make It personal

By SUE TREIMAN

e time when candles, card
and candy were considere
perfect anniversary gifts ar
long gone. Couples today ex

pect creative, customized and some
times unconventional ways to mar
relationship milestones.

“These days, it’s more about cre
ating experiences than giving gifts,

said Colleen Cushman, owner of

Westchester-based clinkwithcolleen.
com, an event company that produc-
es in-home cocktail making classes.
Like her fellow solopreneurs, she
tailors her services to the individual
tastes of clients, eschewing a one-size
fits all approach.

Some milestone anniversary op-
tions include:

First anniversary

Mark the initial “paper” anniver-
sary with a mocked-up newspaper
frontpage that covers the first year
in stories and photos. The freelance
sites Fiverr.com and Upwork.com
can locate an affordable newswriter,
while graphic designers, print shops
and tech-savvy makers can meld
those elements into a convincing
publication. Designer Kevin Morgan
of Graphics by Color Group in Haw-
thorne estimated the single-page
design fee at about $200, excluding
printing. A savvy Photoshop user or
even an office supply store can enlist
resources to help.

Fifth anniversary

Ward Pound Ridge Reservation,
Westmoreland Sanctuary, the Mianus
River Gorge and Teatown Reserva-
tion offer stunning backdrops for a
five-years-later photo shoot. Ward
Pound Ridge’s Meadow area is par-
ticularly popular, as is the Westmo-
reland Sanctuary near its celebrated
nature center. Note that engaging a
professional photographer triggers
the need for a permit fee at many

locations. Informal shoots are free.
Golden Hour Photography, Michelle
Blum Photography and Amy Drucker
Photography are among the nearby
professionals.

Tenth anniversary

The Shepherd + Co. gift shop in
Bedford Hills takes personalization
seriously. Owner Kristin Hemick
works with metal artist Samantha
Levine of Auburn Jewelry to help
couples eager to mark their tin/met-
al anniversary design custom clasp-
less jewelry meant for permanent
wear. The hand crafted, custom-fit
baubles are spot-welded on the
wearer, denoting commitment with-
out the pain associated with tattoos
or piercings. “It’s so enjoyable to
see couples bond as they plan their
pieces,” said Levine. Her creations
can transform a handwritten word,
original sketch or the representation
of a meaningful object into a ster-
ling silver, gold-filled or solid gold
keepsake. Any piece can be convert-
ed later into removable ornaments,
but most clients prefer the perma-
nence of a custom claspless creation.
Levine’s jewelry starts at well under
$100.

Fifteenth anniversary
Break out the stemware for the

crystal anniversary from clinkwith-
colleen.com. Cushman’s in-home
cocktail-making classes introduce
guests to the tools, terms and tech-
niques behind next-level cocktails.
The lessons can serve as a stand-
alone event or as part of a chef-pre-
pared meal. Either way, the expe-
rienced mixologist finds that the
session always “elevates the evening
for the couple and their guests.”
Rates generally hover around $120 an
hour, depending on the selection of
spirits and party size.
Twentieth anniversary

Couples who prefer books to bev-
erages can build a bound photo al-
bum destined to become a family
heirloom. Sites like Shutterfly.com,
Canva.com, Printique.com and Mix-
book.com assemble emailed photos
and captions into simple or ornate
pages. Some chain drugstores and of-
fice supply retailers can also help rec-
reate old pictures as beautiful pages
in a hard cover volume. Fees begin
well under $100 for the simplest pre-
sentation, but custom flourishes and
luxury binding can increase the total
cost.

Twenty-fifth anniversary

Relive a quarter century with a
mini documentary produced by a

seasoned Westchester videogra
pher. Dominick Torres of Embed
ded Storytelling has traveled th
world shooting for feature films
television and documentaries
but prefers “telling a human sto-
ry through narrative.” The cost
to stitch old photos, videos and
original pix and footage into a
brief production (under 15 minute
depends entirely on the shooting,
iting and post-production demands,
but can begin at between $500 to
$700 per production day.

Thirty-fifth anniversary

Etsy.com crafters, local artists and
resourceful makers craft countless
original and personalized keepsakes,
from customized maps that highlight
the couple’s travels, to handknit dolls
or bobbleheads with their likeness-
es. Music lovers can order a framed
copy of their favorite wedding song,
arrange for an in-home fashion show,
or see their pictures added to almost
any kind of decorative item.

Fiftieth anniversary

For a memorable golden anniver-
sary, French chef Frédérique “Fred-
die’ Frenkel, founder of freddies-
table.com, provides customized in-
struction in French cooking. Her
lesson can be a main anniversary

event or accompany a
stunningly-catered full dinner. Born
and trained in France, Frenkel usu-
ally preps and measures each ingre-
dient beforehand, carefully walking
students through their assembly into
a savory meal. Sessions average $160/
person, depending on the menu and
the number of guests.

Anyone still stumped about a
milestone anniversary strategy can
consult with an event planner, a lo-
cal cultural center, one of the many
nearby nature sites or high-flying
tourist destinations that offer hot air
balloon rides or helicopter tours.

Whatever the choice, said Hemick
of Shepherd + Co. in Bedford Hills,
there’s always a perfect fit for the
couple seeking to make unforgettable
milestone memories.

Planning

Continued from page 9

Get aligned before the chaos begins

You and your partner need to figure
out your nonnegotiables before involv-
ing vendors or family members.

“You’re two individuals coming to-
gether, and you need to talk about what
you like and don’t like,” Unubun said.
“So, you learn strong nonnegotiables
with each other.”

She recommends presenting a unit-
ed front. “Don’t say ‘she doesn’t like’
when talking to family members. Say
‘we don’t like,”” Unubun said.

Cameron suggests starting by visu-
alizing the overall experience. “Once
you get into the details, we always start
with size,” she said. “That’s a really im-
portant place to start, so you can nar-
row down your venue.”

The planner question: To hire or
not to hire?

Spoiler alert: Both experts say hire
a planner, even if it’s just for day-of
coordination.

“Usually, the planner is the first
to go,” Unubun said. “They think, ‘I

and staying on budget. That’s true
whether you hire a full-service plan-
ner a year out from the big event, a
four-month in-advance partial plan-
ner or a day-of coordinator.

“It’s part of our job to help you
prioritize your spending, no matter
what the budget,” Cameron said.

“It's part of our job to help you prioritize your
spending, no matter what the budget.”

— Brett Cameron, co-owner of La Maison Féte , on the role of wedding planners

project manage day-to-day in my job.
I've planned parties.” But you can’t
be the celebrant and hosting it at the
same time. It’s just not possible.”
Planners are key to reducing your
stress, reminding you of tasks you
didn’t think of setting the timeline

Spread the news!

The Recorder provides independent, quality journalism for
the communities of Bedford, Lewisboro and Pound Ridge.
Please share the news about our new nonpro t newspaper with
your friends, neighbors and family. We are eager to grow our
community of readers and help residents, businesses|and civic
groups stay connected and informed.
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* Print newspaper delivered to your mailbox every Friday.
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*Exclusive access to The Recorder’s e-edition.

*$45 of subscription price is tax-deductible.

Find out more at www.therecorder.org/subscribe
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Smart moves for staying organized

Both planners recommend creating
a wedding website early. “Get those
hotels booked early and put that all
on the website so when you send the
‘save the date,” you can direct them
there,” Cameron said.

CHINESE, JAPANESE AND THAI

HOLIDAY CATERING & SUSHI PARTY PLATTERBrthdays
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Order Online:

54 Westchester Avenue, Pound Ridge ¢ 914-764-§

Unubun suggested creating a new
email account just for wedding plan-
ning to keep everything organized.

When it comes to vendors, Camer-
on has a key strategy. “Book the ven-
dors that there’s only one of, like that
one band, that one photographer.
We’re especially seeing that bands
are booking way out,” she said.

The budget reality check

Unubun cautions against falling in
love with a look before understand-
ing the price tag. “Folks are going on
TikTok or Reddit, and they have no
idea how much it costs to get that,”
Unubun said. “It’s expensive for a
reason. You have no idea how much
went into it.”

Research reputable, well-reviewed
vendors within your price point. If
you’re watching costs, Cameron has
a surprising tip.

“Avenue is always going to be more

cost-effective than a backyard wed-
ding, from renting tents and forks
and everything,” she said. Cameron
also encourages couples to work with
local vendors as much as possible.

“People really like to experience
the place where the wedding is. It
gives the experience more character,
a sense of place,” Cameron said.

The bottom line

Planning a wedding doesn’t have
to be a stress spiral. Start with hon-
est conversations about money, pri-
orities and what you want. Hire help
where you can. And remember, at the
end of the day, this is about celebrat-
ing your relationship—not achieving
Pinterest perfection.

As Unubun reminds couples, when
everyone goes home, it’s just the two
of you. Make sure you’re planning a
wedding that sets you up for the mar-
riage you want.
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Jewel Corner, Inc.

Crafting Love Since 1917

650 O1d Post Rd. Bedford, NY 10506

Happy Valentine's Day!

Introducing our new
Coffee & Refreshments Bar
every Saturday.
Book your appointment now & enjoy!

HAIR SALON
Bringing Your Hair to Life Since 1982

914-232-5201

Katonah Shopping Center « 270 Katonah Ave. Katonah
www.fredshairsalon.com
Follow us on Facebook at Fred'’s Hair Salon

Tue 9:30-6; Wed & Fri 9-6; Thur 9-6:30; Sat 8:30-4:30

Valentine’s Day

Continued from page 9

jazz, funk, rock and Americana. The band takes its
name from a lyric in the Grateful Dead song “He’s
Gone”: “Cat on a tin roof, dogs in a pile / Nothing
left to do but smile, smile, smile.”

While Dogs In A Pile has forged its own sound,
the name tips a hat to their jam-band roots, a vibe
that pulses through their shows. For an upgraded
experience, the theatre’s VIP package offers early
entry to Garcia’s Bar, premium stage views and
access to a private bar throughout the night, an
appealing alternative to a stuffy five-star restau-
rant.

For tickets and more information, visit
thecapitoltheatre.com.

Fold stuff together

Sometimes lovers can’t quite find the words to
express how they truly feel — and that’s where
origami comes in. If you’re craving an activity
that’s quieter and more hands-on, consider fold-
ing paper together at the Mount Kisco Public Li-
brary, located at 100 East Main St., Mount Kisco,
Saturday, Feb. 14, from 2 to 3:30 p.m. From classic
paper hearts to whimsical dog ears, origami of-
fers a surprisingly intimate way to slow down and
create something together. Take the spirit home
afterward: fold a few more shapes, fold some bur-
ritos for dinner, and maybe even fold your arms
around each other. All are welcome, and no reg-
istration is required. For more information, visit
mountkisoclibrary.org.

Paint each other flowers
Why buy expensive doomed flowers when you

Petite Art Studio in Katonah invites the public to a pre-
Valentine’s session Thursday, Feb. 12, focused on the
expressive elegance of sumi ink bouquets.

can create your own bouquets, ones that will
last for centuries. Petite Art Studio, located at
23 Valley Road, No. 2, Katonabh, is offering a pre-
Valentine’s Day Thursday night (Feb. 12) session
focused on painting sumi ink bouquets. Sumi ink
is a traditional black ink used in East Asian callig-
raphy and brush painting, prized for its expressive
depth and elegance. Cheese will be provided, but
bring your own bottle of wine to share as your love
blossoms on the easel. It’s a relaxed way to cele-
brate your love and connect. And who knows? You
might befriend someone who knows the hostess
at a fine dining establishment and can score you a
quiet, romantic table on Valentine’s Day.

For registration and more information, visit
petiteartstudio.com.

Galentines

Continued from page 9

designs the events, is even developing an “admin
art party” concept, inviting participants to tack-
le paperwork or computer tasks while enjoying
snacks, creativity and good company. For more
information, visit thegigglingpignewyork.com.
At Railyard Arts Studio, located at 621 Route
22, Croton Falls, friends can celebrate Galentine’s
Day on Feb. 13 by making jewelry for one anoth-
er at the Valentine’s Charms: Ceramic Jewelry
Workshop from 6 to 8 p.m. Participants sculpt,
glaze and create three ceramic charms, later
turned into a necklace and earrings with durable
sterling silver. Also at Railyard, on Monday, Feb. 9,
gather a few friends for a Tarot and Crystal read-
ing to explore “what’s in store for your heart.” For
more information, visit railyardartsstudio.com.
If laughter is your love language, head to Put-
nam County Golf Course on Feb. 13 for the Love
and Laughter Comedy Show. Four comedians
take the stage for an evening of laughs, with a
dinner buffet served from 7 to 8 p.m. and cook-
ies and coffee during intermission. Doors open

at 6:30 p.m., the show starts at 8 p.m.; the event
is for ages 21 and up. Tables can be reserved for
groups of eight or more; text Mariano at 914-
424-0409 to arrange in advance or visit putnam-
countygolfcourse.com/events.

If comedy feels too loud, a walk outdoors of-
fers a quieter way to connect. February might
be cold, but a bundled-up stroll with a friend or
two through Rockefeller State Park Preserve,
Teatown Lake Reservation, Ward Pound Ridge
Reservation or along one of northern Westches-
ter’s riverfront paths can be deeply comforting.
Walking side by side makes conversation easier,
and even a short loop can feel restorative and
intimate.

Or sometimes, the most important love is self-
love. If you want to do something quiet and re-
storative, and free from social plans and Valen-
tine’s labels, you can literally rise above it all with
a float session at Rise Above Floatation located
at 111 Main St., Mount Kisco. No crowds, no ex-
pectations, just stillness. Love, in this case, will
keep you afloat, and that’s a Galentine’s Day win
if ever there was one.

For more information, visit riseabove-
floatation.com.
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